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| Crump held cut

should appear nnexpected: and the ex-
citement consequent on the acting neces-
sitated by such enterprises gave to the
artuinment of her end a zest and an in-
toxication which she enjoyed to the ut-
termosl

Lady Charlotte Craddock tried to les-
#on the hardship of separation by cor-
respondence. A bomb launched by a
fscharged maid in the shape of an
mymous letter inclosing a few speci-

of this correspondence informed
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Sir Algermon that his besatiful wife
hail deceived hin He promptly al-
tered his will and instituted proceed-
inga for divorce: but be met his
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and she savw that
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was a parazraph marked with o farge
cross in ink.

Lady Charlotta read: *“The Princs of
Wales honored the Bataille des Fleurs
with his presence. H. R H. looked very
well, and appareatly enjored extremely
good health, He paid considerable at-
tention to Miss Dollers, the lsrest Ameri-
can benuty, who, it is rumored, v
take a place among the reipming belles
in English society during the coming
senson. I have itoen very good authority
that H. R. IL threw a baneh of garden
—said to have been growm in the San-
dringbam hothouses—into 3iss Dol

victoria as it passed the royal equipage.”

“Do vou know Miss Dollers, Lady
Charlotie:™

*No, she Is not in my sat.™

“Well, then, just vou look here. You

get to know Miss Dollers, you bring her
hers and let her give mea good or
and I'll dress you for the rest of the sea-
son—ihat's a bargsin. [ll make you a
dress for Ascot or for Hurlingham or for
wherever you are likely to mect her,
and then if you bring her here I'll dress
vour for the rest of the season, You
shall be measured today, and directly
you seid me the card of invitation or
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{nrger boudvir than the cne sho had just
eft,
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If only he were rich sed could pay all
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Lady Chntlotte acted upon her friend's
advice, and wroie a8 grcious little nota
to Miss Dollers, in which Lady Charloite
Craddock presented her compliments 1o
Miss Dollers, ete., and begged that Miss
Daollers would be 20 kind as to eall upon
her todiscuss the election work of the
habitation to which they bath balonged.

Miz= Letitin Dollers swallowed the bait
willingly, and mot uncosscinu i

guess [ am gnmf.. to be the hoom of the
BeAson, & Charlotte likes 1o be in
the front,” shethought, asshe patched

a reply.
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blacks and roans filled the stabling for
cight horses; and lalf a dozen carriages,
vewly designed, and beilt on the latest
lines, and emblazoned with the crest of

a griffin rampant, wiich Mr. Potts had
recently discovered nt the College of
Herajdre thut be was entitled to beax
for the sum of eighty guineas, flled the |
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tones of some who dechined 10 take any be 1n open adr performuance for the pur

further orders until they received a sot-
tement in full, mads ber decide 10 go to |
Reminshall S

“Anything would be better,” she
thought, “than staying here to !:a]us-I
tered with their etters. 1 cant pay
them and they must know that I can't!
What do they want® They can't put
me in prison, [ suppose, or balf the |

| pobility would be in prison. Directly |

I get my dividends I shall give these
harpies sowmething on account. 1 am
sure they can't expect me to do wore. 1|
would go to the continent, only one |
can’: l-:Lﬂ-lon credis, 1 suppose 1 had
Potte.™ EFady Char
o pron the houocrables narme of
Potis as sbe wmight bave swallowed &
Lo |
8¢ Lady Charlotte invited a larzoe par- |
t7 of friends and acquaintance to meet
er at Eesninshall, tirst explnining the
circumsiances of a wealthy man,
er of a beaugifnl country soat and
rto fill kis house with people, and
.n: Pussesing friends snough to ve-
it the spare bedropme
Charlotte’s sot jeered at Mr
Lungton Potts, spoke of the sbheurd-
ng, aml with' few excep-
1 his invitations, There
r= ol & pastoral play to be
in the open gir, and a3 re-
¢ for the salt s an eastern fad and
pern fact the guests axrived
themselves and on
and determined to
it aticnl to their entertainer.,
W muun 10 1a: xlw merry
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are Likely to
o were excursions by water argan-
ized with the greatese still and precision
by Mr, Potta. He was eonce overbeard
to say in di Nk upon
b man Wio bad person-
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000 ].1 ogs ought W b I.IJ.LLa.l w shipping o
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nshall Abbev
O stavy at. But
moments, when
me wus nbsent, to

they wers apt 1ed
the master of

gather into Ltlde groups and discuss his

i

The cresture i3 s0 candidly vulgar,”
snid ons
“I wonder w

v Lady Charlotte touts
for him: she seems quite to have taken
him gp.  Ho ian't in her sot, 1 know —x
fact, 1 don't think he s 10 any s=t at all
Do vou think sbemeans tomarry him for
Lis money™

“1should hard)v think so. Ther say
he was a pork butelier in Awerica. Then
there was Lady Chariotte’s afluir in In-
dia, don't you know.”

“Do you think that means anything?
Thers alwnys are atfairs in Indis, don’t
you know, when voung women go out
their unds,  Bo much scandal
nnid backbiting and so little else to do,
they are ohliged to take refngo in firts-
tion.™ And the conversation drifted
away from Lady Charlette and her in-
tenulions,

AtMr. Washington Potta' request Lady
Charlotte had unde u the entire ar-
rangement of the cutdoor play, which
wus to beas near perfection aa It wus
possible fur a play upon whose produe-
tion neither expense nor trouble, but
only genius, was spared. Lady Char-
fotte found most irk=ome the task of ar-
rnging the al fresco perermance. The
unsatisfactory state of her own affslrs

L

made life wearisome. and the effort of
Joining in conversalion ahd appearing
or endeavoring 0 appear amusesd and

ioterested soon became intciernble The
morning’s post had become & thing to be
irealed and to be awnited in fear and
fromiving  through a slepless  night
There was a sickening unanimity about
her ereitors.  Then Crump, whom she
had looked upon af her stave from the
moment she hnd introduced Dal-
lors, hud discoversd tlat the erewniln

Mina

run-niler besu n kre

turess, & New York m OF 8 mSEL
who had pald for her passage and re-
turn passage with her saviongs, and had
amvd in Eaglund with only a fow

pounds and the Eudes resulting from
distinguished ndmiration to support her
For a few monthes she had been, in her
ia, a big boom and had lived on
cradit. This or=lit 1ta=d, Jefs
the shoees of Hritain to indulgs on the
other kide of the pond in many

exh mlyes

lzsugh ot the guileless Britishers who
k ::-h. mistaken ber nocultursd vulg
t r American wik

rags when hi+ giswntic Wil
wd to hims from Mo Dollers
address st the Metropole, beas the
legend In ink, ““Left: sddres: not
known,” the senior partner o Crump &
Crushit wrote to Lady Chariows Crad
denk .nnﬁu-.lnw-bq, that as he
had loed o8 ber intrivdn:

1 had

was retr

winlied
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g ftur l.h- dresses that he had
i preparation. He bad charg < mn

v bie and inclosed an woount
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weind

repers aaly |

pose of raising money fur a local charity,
that fauteuils would be three guineas,
that » family ticket to sdmit three
would be five guiveas, that a special
triin wonld lsave Paddington and
that two or threo dosen of the more
| distinguished spectators would be enter-
tained st lancheon by the master of Rem-
inshall Abbey

Lady Charlotts kad the disposal of the
tickets, and within & few days of the ane
nouncetnent of the performance the
greater number of seats hod been taken,
The charge was so high people who
thought ten shiilings and sixpence desr

| for a stall at the Lvceum felt sure the

perfonuunee, although amateur, muss
be really waorth seving, and people not in
society rusbed st she buit, and a very
fow in society and a fow on the Im-
mediate ouwkirts recsived  compli.
mentary tickols and wers invited to the
hwcheon.

A play of the Elizabethan ¢ra was un.
enrthad and clothed in chaste modomrm
garh by & penniless and srissocratio
younger son, who affected long hair,
rments and & Lterary turn of
mind, ard wade a Hitle money and &
great mepate in his own fauuly by con-
tributing paragrapbs 0 weekiy papers,
and who annually wrote a very weak
and mystio novel, devoured by a elsss of
residers with an appotite for anything
written: by & honorabie, baronet, or lnd
of title

Atthe l=st rebesrsals the play went
smocthir, I ma all the actars
knew parts.  When the last re-
heanal was over Lady Coarlotte left the
drumatis pwrsonm with 4 weary uigh,
Sho walked rapidly through the hall, and
ing all of the reoms ocoupied, led to

all rocm of studicus aspect, fitved
up with & collection of seeh solid and

510 Literature o made Mr. Washing-
ton Potts shudder, This, of & more
private nature than the rest of the sit-
ting rooms, had been placed axclusively
at Lady Charlotte s disposal as the moss
distinguisked goesta, Liko all Yankees
Mr. Potta rejoiced in n palr of pistols
muanuinetered with all lates: im
provements in deadliness. Thess werw
&opt on his libmry tablo in & cuse, which
in iteell was a thing of bex Lady
Charlotte sat down near the table, aud
drow the cuso towards hor, Sho thoughd
of her ditfe . of her epdless strug
klos with e ency aod of the tasto for
luxury, which she felt to be ber ruling
passion, and for the things whivh oaly
wenlth can purchase, and without which
rho falt that for her life would aiwavs be
unsndurable, and she opened the inlaid
case and tcak vut one of the glittering
weapons, “Perhupe, after all, this would
b the most honorable but 1
haven't the courage, 1 am oo great a
coward.” Lady Chazlotte put back the
pistal and pushed the case nway.

“No, I bave not suflicient courags ta
do it." Awd then came the voice of the
templer, sizyeeting & OWMPOTAry osclpe
from ber difficulties,. The money for the
charity: thero it was in ber jowel cnsa
The wntariainment wis in her patronage,
and all the takings had been paid over

lnasnu

Ll

finala;

to her. There was £120 in notes and
gold in her room; casy to appropriste
this and tell the astuts Mr. Potts that
the cost of the production had swamped
the wkings, In the triumph of weccess
he would be only o glad to give a
cheelk to the vienr, and would sey 1
Bat then be might

moro about it
vinoe the truth, and he was so volgar; it
would be po dreadful w be under an
obligation to o mun who oul-Yankeed
even the conventional Yankeo of comiy
drama.

Expectation was on tiptos on the mer-
row, All the dramatis personm wors
people of mare or less renoww, demid

ceiobrities, quasl Htermry mes nrediy
wives of colebmutod artiste, etn,, etc
And all were anxions to distinguish

thempelves Lefore an nodience that hed
pakd so much for their seats that they
wennt ta be critical

Eacly in the merr

ng Lady Charlottes

dresses arrived from Messrs, Crump &
Croshit, and ber madd cams o toform
ber that thers was o gentieman from
Mesmrs. Crump's, who said that his or
ders wern that he was to =w lnf'-' Chisg-
lotin before hie lefL

After u langthy porley with the Bond
stroet tailor's minion, who refused o
leave the benss oopald, Tady Chariolts

wus fain W do that (row Lhe Wought of
had shruuk yosterdav, Hhe
from the charity moner and
puid and disenjesed the tallor. Armed
with the stamped receipt, she returned

th W sunny siting room adjodning her
bed room. Threogh the window she
cotild sea the preparstions in progress

for the play, It was & smunny, clowlless
day in July, All netmre looked
presenily Lady Charlotte must be
Klad and happr

g
= woemwrn of fashion
ut & few bapdrede

But § cac', I
iy ploe aowre hore

Vieat foxile
sre! Whvesnt 1!
a vrar aod
1 ot
except [n & house in Marfuw doriog the
E ot w0 mach stove o0
manT on drees, bt |
could By LappT o 3 drews ceade Ly \l-o-
cud rate talicr, | dewplee mywlf for
kecopting hospitally frow (his vulgar

g

i ] dun

Lt I rerver

American, but my own folly, my w=
Lavagan Las mmada wamenry. |
wooder i thers are any people coming
16 wen thin piay w e e
| do.® lady Charlonis “ Lew
ressing rootn 264 lkoke] smrchingly o

brer reflecticn in
! in anguarded -

if
e wrelohed an ah

o, wim woodsesd
ks Wb s ver becdead
Bt wrmpeed g

the reflecticn and moved ber lipa In a

polite murmar, " T 1 c=n i) ook
bappy. \bongh [ enn't feel 4. And es
money | Lave taken o pay That wretes,
ed Wmibor! [ euppom | miust »l. the faw
ng dismeonds thal | possews sod

Eyvery ane will know how

n.mrmv oy | sy thenm. I will ke
dreadful 16 wear %o riagy esceyd 3 wad-
d.u-( g l.u & guari Lks a wdring

of her mbections the
LY peren

a2 the ar

“1 won't drew wow, Howden, | than't
s down W rakfel " Ly Sarueia
said xe Uee madd anterwd e
rup of Lm, and you oan w3 | s etady-
lag my part”

She world eertaindy nead oll her enerpy
to pias her soral prmt from ket 0

wairae]

who wiiled Ok L~ entoges

L

madtuglis, s vl e role,
o Lady Charless W Ll
and ber pomes

mmr lod rilvigp

alLig Wan Jdown

rou, and, ! rop

raihin, Yo rrintad

garsting the Urystal ro'ses of




